24      HISTORY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

heads cut ofl} and their blood scattered over the
"ditches and heights of the mountains."1 This
savagery, so clearly met here for the first time,
blackens the whole record of Assyrian history to
the end. It was usual in far less degree among
the Babylonians, so that the ascendancy of Assyria
over Babylonia is, in this light, the triumph of
brute force over civilization.

Having thus overwhelmed the advance guard
of the Mushke, Tiglathpileser returns to reestab-
lish, by conquest, the Assyrian supremacy over the
southern portions of the land of Kummukh. This
country was also quickly subdued and its cities
wasted Math fire, perhaps as centers of possible re-
bellion. The fleeing inhabitants crossed an arm of
the Tigris toward the west and made a stand in the
city of Sherishd, which they fortified for defense.
The Assyrian Mug pursued across mountain and
river, and carried by assault their stronghold,
butchering the fighting men aa before. The men
of Kummukh had some forces from the land of
Qurkhes as allies, but these profited little, and the
united forces were overwhelmed. Again the Ti-
gris was crossed and the stronghold of Urrakhm-
asli laid waste. Rightly appreciating the terrible
danger that threatened them, the inhabitants
gathered together their possessions, together with

1 Tiglathpileser Mum inscription, i, 62-88, The phrase quoted is m
hue 79, Translation In JZeiliMchrift* JBibl, i, p. 19.

3 " A land eastward of Diarbekir, along the northern bank of the Ti-
gris," HO Sayce, Rtcowfo o/thc JfW> New Scries, vol. i, p. %, note !>.